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The Fierce Green Fire
A Newsletter of the Wofford College Environmental Studies Program

Volume 2, Faculty Issue
If you would like to be added to
our weekly newsletter,
please email Chris Overcarsh.
overcarshcb@wofford.edu

Come “saunter” with us!
Saturday, April 21st
The 3rd Annual
Thoreauvian Saunter
Help us celebrate Earth Day 2012
by participating in our “saunter” to
Glendale!
Run, walk, or bike from the
Wofford Fountain to the Goodall
Environmental Studies Center
starting at 8:00am.
Registration is $10 and includes a
t-shirt.
Transportation provided from Glendale
back to campus.

Open House and Summer Opportunity for Faculty
We hope you will attend one of our
Open House for Faculty events, April 10
and 16, from 5:30-7:00pm. Enjoy
refreshments on the terrace. See the
Goodall Center for the first time, or
find out what’s changed since your last
visit. Take a springtime stroll along
the Lawson’s Fork! Spend a few
minutes among the grape vines in the
garden vineyard. Or simply stop by
and say hello.
The Environmental Studies
Program also invites you to
incorporate Glendale and the Goodall
Center into your classes. Faculty from
any discipline are welcome! Funds
from the Margaret A. Cargill
Foundation are available to support
your research and planning efforts if
you commit to bringing your class.
Stipends to support your time are $400
for faculty, plus an additional $100 if
you decide to collaborate with a local
teacher (who will receive the same
stipend). We can also purchase
materials related to the curriculum and
help you plan transportation for your
classes. Please talk to any of the

ENVS faculty if you are interested in
this opportunity! Of course you are
also welcome to bring your classes to
Glendale even if you don’t take
advantage of this summer stipend
program.
How is this different from the High Impact
Fellows Program sponsored by the Arthur Vining
Davis Foundations? These are two separate
programs, each funded by a different source.
The HIF program will develop project
partnerships comprised of a High School
teacher, a Wofford student (the Fellow), and a
Wofford faculty member. The Fellow will
build on a research, travel, or capstone
experience to develop curricular materials for
the high school classroom, linked to state
standards. These projects will take place over
time frames of up to a year, with an annual
professional development summit in the spring
to share the new materials with other teachers.
Funds will support 27 projects over 3 years,
beginning this fall. If you are interested, please
visit the grant web page
(http://www.wofford.edu/avdGrant/) and click
on the link to the faculty interest form. The
HIF program is not affiliated with the Goodall
Center, but the summer stipend program
described above could provide a great jumpingoff point for a project!

On March 29th, the Goodall Center was given the Leadership Award –
Exemplary Project 2012 by the US Green Building Council – SC Chapter.
Pictured accepting the award (l to r): Jason Burr, Assoc. VP of Facilities
and Capital Projects; Betty Montgomery, Wofford Trustee; and BG
Stephens, Professor of Chemistry Emeritus and Glendale native.

The Fierce Green Fire, Faculty Issue

April 9, 2012

Upcoming Events and Opportunities
April 10th

Goodall Environmental Studies Center Faculty Open House: 5:30pm-7:00pm.

April 10th

The Green Screen Film Series: With My Own Two Wheels. 7:00pm at The Showroom.
Admission is free. Each event features a panel discussion and offers audience
participation.

April 14th

Hazardous Waste Collection Day: Safe disposal of household hazardous materials.
Trade in your gas-powered lawn mower and purchase onsite a battery-powered mower
at special event-only price. Rain Barrels available for purchase. 9:00am-2:00pm at the
Spartanburg County Administration Building Parking Lot. See this website for a list
of acceptable materials: http://spartanburg.myecoville.com/

April 16th

Goodall Environmental Studies Center Faculty Open House: 5:30pm-7:00pm.

April 17th

The Green Screen Film Series: Don’t miss the last documentary in this series,
Wasteland. 7:00pm at The Showroom. Admission is free. Each event features a panel
discussion and offers audience participation.

April 19th

ENVS Senior Capstone Presentations: Our seniors will make 15-minute
presentations on their capstone projects in Olin 213, 2:30pm-4:30pm. Please join us
for one or all of the presentations. Schedule to be posted on Daily Announcements.

April 20th

Natural Sciences and Engineering Seminar Series: USC Upstate presents Mammary
Musings: Perspectives on Prepubertal Bovine Mammary Development for Agricultural and
Fundamental Biology Research by Clemson University professor, Dr. Steven Ellis.
Program starts at 5:00pm in the Health Education Complex, Room 2039.

April 24th

Santee Cooper Lecture Series, “Sustaining Our Wild Rivers”: Tim Palmer,
photographer and award-winning author of 20 books on rivers, conservation, and the
environment, will speak in Leonard Auditorium at 7:00pm.

April 28th

Spartanburg Prescription Take Back: Accepting unused or expired prescription
medications from10:00am-2:00pm. Spartanburg County Sheriff’s Office, 8045
Howard Street, or Spartanburg City Hall, 145 West Broad Street.

Farewell Dr. Zhu!*
We’ve been so fortunate over the past
two years to have Dr. Wenyi Zhu in the
Environmental Studies Program as a
postdoctoral associate. Originally from
Suzhou, China, Wenyi earned her Ph.D.
at Rutgers University and joined Wofford
to work with Kaye Savage on research
funded by the U.S. Department of
Energy’s Subsurface Biogeochemical
Research program. She developed
experimental protocols to study how
uranium moves through ground water

systems, travelled to Auburn University
to conduct experiments in collaboration
with Dr. Mark Barnett in the School of
Engineering, and made two trips to the
Stanford Synchrotron Radiation
Laboratory. While here, Wenyi
mentored students and also taught
Environmental Studies 104. We will
miss her! Wenyi married over the
Christmas holiday and will be joining her
husband in Texas. Please join us in
wishing her the best!

*In our weekly issue we use this space to profile a graduate school.
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